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PRESS RELEASE 
 
Eastern National Publishes The Department of the Interior in the Age of the Civil War 
 

FORT WASHINGTON, PA, November 13, 2012:  In the thousands of volumes written about the Civil War, there 

has never been a comprehensive history of the Department of the Interior during this tumultuous time.  The 

newly released Eastern National publication, The Department of the Interior in the Age of the Civil War, fills 

that void.   

The executive departments of the Lincoln administration were very busy during the Civil War. The War 

Department was busy fighting the war. The Treasury Department was busy finding ways to raise money to 

fight the war. The State Department was busy trying to keep European countries happy so they wouldn’t 

recognize and support the Confederacy. And the Attorney General’s office was busy defending the 

government in legal matters. All matters outside each of these department’s purview fell to the newest 

agency—the Department of the Interior, which was created in 1849. It’s not surprising that its nickname 

became “the Department of Everything Else.”  

 Over the course of the Civil War, the Department of the Interior’s role evolved to include western land policy 

and mineral wealth, the transcontinental railroad, Indian affairs, resettlement of freedmen, African slave trade 

suppression, and more.  Read about the department’s role in these important issues in The Department of the 

Interior in the Age of the Civil War, available now for $6.95 on www.eParks.com.  

For more information about this book and other Eastern National publications and products, please visit 

www.eParks.com or call 1-877-NAT-PARK (1-877-628-7275).  

Eastern National, a not-for-profit cooperating association with the National Park Service and other public trust 

partners, promotes the public’s understanding of America’s national parks and other public trust partners by providing 

quality educational experiences, products, and services. Since 1947, Eastern National has donated over $105 million to 

the National Park Service in the form of direct donations and grants which support vital educational and interpretive 

programs in America’s national parks. 
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